Contracting through district health authorities.
Contracts are the glue of the new NHS, the vital tool linking the two main structures: health-care commissioning and health-care provision, carried out by GP fund holders and district health authorities (the purchasers) and the NHS trusts and others (the providers) respectively. Like all adhesives, contracts are of great benefit if used carefully, but if applied inappropriately or with an overly heavy hand they have the potential to become an obstructive mess.